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It is our Mission: 

To establish and promote an open and welcoming congregation  

that supports and sustains the spiritual, ethical, intellectual, and overall well-being  

of our members and friends while serving our broader communities. 

Contact Us 
P.O. Box 520, 86 Court Street, Castine, ME 04421 

207-326-9083 • Email: office@uucastine.org 

Website: uucastine.org • “Like” us on Facebook 

For questions or comments about The Common or 
to submit items for this newsletter, please contact 

Victoria Bujan office@uucastine.org. 

A Month of Sundays in  

September 7  Worship Leader: Rev. Amy DeBeck  

  Musician: Colleen Fitzgerald 

 

September 14 Worship Leader: Rev Vanessa Titang 

    Musician: Karen Froehly 
 

September 21 Worship Leader: Rev Amy DeBeck 

    Musician: Colleen Fitzgerald 

    Potluck 

 

September 28  Worship Leader: Rev Amy DeBeck 

Musician: Karen Froehly 

mailto:office@uucastine.org
mailto:office@uucastine.org
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Minister’s Meanderings 

Building Belonging 

 

For awhile now I have spent time each year 

focusing on the idea of “Longing and 

Belonging” as each being part of the other.  

When we have a longing for something, it 

often takes us back to a time and place that 

gave us a deep sense of belonging.  We 

might venture into something new to 

recreate that feeling, like a new friendship, 

hobby, class, or church.  Sometimes the 

feeling of longing leads us to do something 

good for our longing soul.  At some point 

along the way, we become aware that we 

have a deep sense of belonging; it feels like 

a satisfaction wherein longing has been 

sated.  Longing and belonging, this is 

church to me. 

We are Building Belonging here at UUCC.   

We all gather together in service or 

whenever, wherever we can, with a sense of 

community.  Typically,  it never comes up 

who is a member and who is a friend, 

meaning whether you have signed the 

membership book as a voting member.  We 

just do everything together, so I was 

pleasantly surprised recently when it was 

brought to my attention that it would be 

meaningful for some folks to sign our 

membership book.  We have had a couple of 

meetings or classes, and could have more if 

requested.  

 If you had wondered about what 

membership means, talk to me!  If you had 

been thinking about signing the 

membership book but had not yet, talk to 

me!  If you would like a class or two offered 

online, talk to me!  Let’s build up our 

community so that the welcome table has to 

keep growing and growing.   

During the service on September 21, 
potluck Sunday, we will have a special 

ceremony for membership.  The book will 

be out for us to look at, and we will welcome 

new or returning members during the 

service.  One new excited signee asked if the 

whole family should come, and I said, 

“YES!”  Let us celebrate our friends and 

members, our community, and the sense of 

belonging pervading this place. 

In peace 

Rev. Amy
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  Potluck on September 21! 

After the service on September 17, our traditional 3rd. Sunday potluck day, join us for a special 
ceremony for membership.  

Welcome Ceremony  Sunday September  21  

86 Court Street 

All are welcome! 

11:30 to 2pm 

; in the spirit of Potluck, you may bring a dish to share 

 

 

 

   UUCC READS 

 

    Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. on ZOOM 

 

 

This week, UUCC Reads will begin discussing "When Justice Sleep " by 

Stacey Abrams 

 

A gripping, complexly plotted thriller set within the halls of the U.S. 

Supreme Court, where a young law clerk finds herself embroiled in a 

shocking mystery crafted by one of the most preeminent judges in 

America—from celebrated national leader and bestselling author Stacey 

Abrams. 

 

Consider becoming part of the UUCC Reads book discussion. Click on the link below 

Tuesday, or email office@uucastine.org and we will add you to the weekly reminder list. 
 

mailto:office@uucastine.org?subject=UUCC%20Reads
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August 2025 Steeple Update 

 

We’re excited to share that progress is being 

made on our steeple repair project with the 

guidance of E.L. Shea Builders and 

Engineers of Ellsworth. 

Thanks to Mike Becker, who brought his 

drone on site, we now have a close-up view 

of the steeple’s condition. While the photos 

clearly show extensive rot (not the news we 

were hoping for!), they also give us a clearer 

understanding of the work ahead. 

There’s good news, though: E.L. Shea owns 

an 80-foot lift, which we’ll be able to use. 

This will save us a significant amount 

compared to renting from United Rental in 

Bangor. 

Because repairs of this scale are costly, it has 

been recommended that we first remove all 

of the finials to prevent damage before 

replacing the rotted wood. The work will 

likely need to be done in stages as funding 

allows. 

The UUCC Budget Committee is currently 

preparing the 2026 budget, and the steeple 

project will be an important topic of 

discussion at the August board meeting. 

We’ll continue to keep everyone updated as 

the project moves forward. Thank you for 

your patience, support, and commitment to 

preserving our beloved steeple. 

To be continued… 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marcia
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